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Idea 1: Use of hedges
Hedging obscures unwanted views while 

allowing light and air to filter through. Hedge 

species should be suited to their location and 

function; also be aware of the plant’s eventual 

height and growth rate because diff erent 

species have diff erent pruning requirements. 

Hedges, depending on the size of the plants 

when you get them, take several years to 

properly establish from the time of planting.

Idea 2: Hard screening
There are many built screening options 

available to partly or fully block an unwanted 

view in your landscape. Diff erent screens 

contribute to a range of landscape styles and 

suit a variety of budgets. Timber slats can be 

vertical, horizontal or angled like vertical blinds 

and should be oiled, varnished or painted 

regularly. Other screen options include powder-

coated aluminium, bamboo, brush fencing, 

Corten steel or other metalwork, timber lattice, 

green walls, frosted glass, stone or masonry 

walls and stacked-stone panels attached to 

blueboard or an ugly brick wall.

Idea 3: Feature placement
Position feature trees, sculptural elements 

or even functional elements such as a bin 

enclosure or shed to obscure the view of a 

particular window or area that overlooks 

your space. Existing trees and plants can 

provide screening, so check the sight lines 

before removing tall plants during a landscape 

renovation. It may be possible to prune and tidy 

up the existing plants rather than starting over.

Idea 4: Clever orientation
Position your outdoor entertaining spaces 

away from the neighbours and arrange 

seating to face the opposite direction to the 

unwanted view or locate your outdoor space 

on the opposite side of the yard. Sometimes 

the unconventional outdoor area is the most 

secluded, such as the far end of the backyard 

or an area of the front yard that may be 

surrounded by trees or fences or just on a 

diff erent level to the surrounding properties.

Idea 5: Overhead protection
Ever get the feeling you’re being looked down 

on? A patio umbrella, shade sail, pergola or 

gazebo can off er privacy from neighbours living 

above you without making you feel like you’re 

indoors. Garden rooms give a sense of enclosure 

and retreat whether roofed, partly covered, 

walled or surrounded by dense plants. �
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Point of view
If you want to block out the neighbours, here 
are some savvy design ideas
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Hedging species
The ever-popular Murraya is hardy and 

attractive but needs regular pruning. 

Lilly pillies do best in moist and semi-

shaded positions but Syzygium species 

are susceptible to psyllids while Acmena 

are not. Old favourites Photinia and 

Viburnum are hardy and rarely have pest 

problems. Conifers should only be used 

if you’re vigilant with pruning and they 

should not be placed near structures 

as the root systems are often vigorous. 

Pittosporum tenuifolium varieties can 

be used in narrow spaces. If you only 

have planter boxes, bamboo or ginger 

plants make nice feature screens. For 

something diff erent, native plants such as 

Callistemon, Dodonaea and Backhousia 

can be clipped into hedges.

ABOVE LEFT You can use plants and 
feature elements to screen out a neighbour. 
Photo courtesy of ecodesign.
ABOVE RIGHT Why not turn a screen into 
artwork by using interesting shapes? Photo 
courtesy of ecodesign. 
RIGHT An umbrella is a flexible way 
to provide privacy from above. Photo 
courtesy of Barbeques Galore.
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