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Level changes
Introduce changes of level to make a 

sloping site easier to use. A level change 

might be something as a simple as a single 

step up, a retaining wall with integrated 

steps or a series of terraces connected by 

sets of stairs. Flat, terraced levels can be 

used as lawn areas, spaces for planting or 

the creation of a decorative pond.

Here are a few simple design 
and planting tips for making the 
most of sloping spaces 

Idea 1: Maximise the space
Make the most of your space with carefully 

considered terrace walls and decks, as well as 

smart placement of steps and paths. Under-

deck areas are handy for outdoor storage. Paths 

should be at a slope that is comfortable to walk 

on and steps as gently sloping as possible. 

Retaining walls for terraced spaces can double 

as seating walls. Raised garden beds can house 

screening plants to create privacy and enclosure.

Idea 2: Consider safety
Steep landscapes can have their hazards — 

fences and handrails along edges are two ways 

to make a sloping area safer. Dense plantings 

can also be used to separate paths from 

embankments to provide a buff er to prevent 

people walking too close to an edge. Where 

children are involved, solid barriers are better. 

Planter boxes, feature screens, landscape 

boulders and large pots can also act as barriers. 

Idea 3: Minimise maintenance
In any landscape, minimising maintenance 

involves appropriate plant selection, soil 

preparation and mulching. Appropriate plants for 

a sloping block include groundcover species that 

are fairly fast growing, such as native grasses. 

These will cover the ground while minimising 

soil erosion and weed emergence. They should 

be hardy, adapted to the local climate conditions, 

drought-tolerant if the slope is sunny and resistant 

to pests and disease. For seasonal splashes of 

colour choose flowering groundcovers.

Idea 4: Deal with drainage
Water is often the main issue for plants on 

steep slopes. It either runs off  too quickly or 

concentrates in certain areas. Run-off  can 

cause erosion and leave the soil almost as 

dry as it started. To overcome this, soil can 

be dished around each plant so that water 

is captured and allowed to sink into the soil. 

Garden beds can be built up to capture more 

water and soil wetting agents can be used 

to improve water absorption. Concentrated 

water flows can leave areas waterlogged and 

weedy. Improve drainage with agricultural 

pipe drainage, if possible, or plant damp-loving 

species such as native sedges and rushes.

Idea 5: Capture any views
Steep sites often capture great views, 

whether of bushland, waterways or city 

skylines. Design your outdoor areas to take 

advantage of these. The slope itself can be 

turned into a design feature; for example, 

an infinity-edge pool can be nestled into a 

hillside, its wet-edge facing outwards. If you’re 

fortunate enough to have bushland or a creek 

bordering your garden, do your bit to keep the 

environment healthy by minimising fertiliser 

use, controlling weeds and following bushfire 

prevention guidelines. �
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DESIGN SOLUTIONS

LEFT In this sloping 
garden, Space 
Landscapes has created 
level terraces and 
integrated seating into a 
retaining wall. 
BELOW Paths must 
be well lit. Shown here, 
Torremato Evelina light 
from LightCo.
BOTTOM RIGHT 

Chrysocephalum ‘Flambe 
Orange’ is a hardy 
groundcover that needs 
little watering.
BOTTOM LEFT Quick-
growing groundcovers 
such as Gazania repens 
will help to stabilise 
sloping ground.
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Idea 1: Maximise the space
Make the most of your space with carefully 

considered terrace walls and decks, as well as 

smart placement of steps and paths Under-

preparation and mulching. Appropriate plants fo

a sloping block include groundcover species tha

are fairly fast growing, such as native grasses.

These will cover the ground while minimising

Feeling inclined?
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