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2. This elegant, hardwood day bed 
is the perfect place to relax. It's cleverly 
positioned towards the back of the garden, 
where it provides respite from the summer 
sun and a view of the whole landscape. 

!j 3. To ensure year-round interest in 

Iii garden beds, try using a variety of plants 
with different foliage forms, textures and 
colours. Here, the magnificent leaves of 
A/ocasia 'Black Magic' are a stand-out 
feature and provide a dramatic contrast 
against the buxus and westringia hedges. 

4. Beautiful and practical, a standard 
bay tree provides height and a touch of 
formality to a raised herb and vegie garden. 

5. A delightful groundcover beneath 
trees, native violets (Viola hederacea) 
bloom during the warmer months, but 
can spot-flower throughout the year. 

Gardener's tips 
• Make your garden work for your 
needs by choosing sun-drenched 

areas for lawn and productive patches, 

a shady spot for a quiet retreat and 

dappled light for ornamental plantings. 

• Try and work existing elements 
into your new design. For instance, 

sandstone flagging from previous 

pavements and retaining walls makes 

excellent recycled building material. 

• Use curved or biomorphic 
(resembling the shape of a living 

organism) lines to define paths and 

I'll 
give shape to beds. Th is relaxed style 

adds a sense of spaciousness. 
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6. ihe \andscape is centred 
around a logarithmic spiral, 
a shape that often occurs in 
nature. It helps define and 
divide the garden into separate 
functional zones, but still allows 
each of the elements to be 
unified by a common theme 
- the basis of a good design. 

7. The handsome, strappy 
foliage of purple sugar cane 
(Saccharum officinarum var. 
vio/aceum) makes it a wonderful 
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accent p\ant. it can grow up 
to 2.5m high and is perfect for 
planting alongside ponds or in 
boggy conditions as it prefers 
moist soils. You can even cut 
down, slice and chew on old 
canes - the juice is said to 
be sweet and delicious. 

8. You can create interest in 
a sea of green by including plants 
with intriguing forms, such as the 
sword-like foliage of the Gymea 
lily and clipped westringia balls. 


